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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is responsive to the Application filed 08 July 2003. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to because it is believed that in FIG. 2, the arrow from 
201-2 should be pointing to 201-1. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several 
views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary 
to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after 
the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 13-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention 
is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 13-18 are directed to a computer-readable medium that, according to 
Applicants specification, may be accessed wirelessly. Thus, it would be reasonable to 
interpret the computer-readable medium as covering energy signals. Such signals are 
non-statutory absent being claimed with the necessary hardware to receive and convert 
the signals to computer usable code. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1 -18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shiau (USPGPub 2003/0078777) in view of Loats et al. (USPN 5,897,618). 

Claim 1: 
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Shiau discloses a voice command processing method comprising: 

(a) constructing a plurality of databases in which respective voice commands, 
including an operation name, are stored in each of said databases (Figure 9, items 915, 
916, and related text); 

(b) receiving one of said voice commands ("a query word or words are spoken for 
a given category ...", [0055]), but Shiau does not explicitly disclose separating the 
received voice command into terms that include the operation name and an object 
name. 

In a similar method of selecting applications in a data processing system using 
voice command, Loats discloses separating the received voice command into terms that 
include the operation name and an object name ("speech recognition unit 152 parses 
the language spoken by the user to separated the words... recognizes that the user 
desires to execute a "switch to" command", col. 9, lines 46-52). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to separate the received voice command into its operation 
and object components in Shiau's method in order to enable his method to accept a 
voice command containing both the operation name and the object name at the same 
time as does Loats 1 method ("a user executed a "switch to Time and Place" command", 
col. 9, lines 40-43, note that the "switch to" is the operation name and "Time and Place" 
is the object name). 

Shiau further discloses 
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(c) finding a database corresponding to the operation name within the databases 
("maps to DB1 ... [0055], Figure 9 and related text); and 

(d) finding the object name in the database corresponding to the operation name 

found in (c) ("maps the pronounced speech to the appropriate URI ", [0055], Figure 9 

and related text). 

Claim 2: 

Shiau and Loats disclose the method of claim 1 , Shiau further discloses wherein 
in (a), a database can be added to or deleted from the databases ("any language and 
any words or word strings can be used depending on the word and word databases and 
any content can be provided by the site depending on the contents of the databases 
DB1, DB2, etc", [0057]. Note that since any content can be provided in the databases, 
inherently a database can be added or deleted). 

Claim 3: 

Shiau and Loats disclose the method of claim 1 , but Shiau fails to explicitly 
disclose wherein in (c), when the database corresponding to the operation name is not 
found, re-input of the voice command is requested. 

Loats discloses wherein in (c), when the database corresponding to the operation 
name is not found, re-input of the voice command is requested ("the user repeats the 
command", col.4, lines 39-41). 

It would have been obvious to request a re-input of the voice command in order 
to distinguish between two similar voice commands (Loats, "when two or more 
programs have the same or similar titles, the present invention accesses a first program 
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, ... If this is not the program desired by the user, the user repeats the command", col. 
4, lines 37-42). 
Claim 10: 

Shiau and Loats disclose the method of claim 1 , Shiau further discloses wherein 
said method is applied to at least one of an embedded mobile terminal, a speech 
recognition toy, a speech recognition language learning machine, a speech recognition 
personal communication system, a speech recognition household electric appliance, a 
speech recognition automated guide system, a speech recognition home automation 
machine, a speech recognition browser, and a speech recognition stock transaction 
apparatus ("uses include electronic games and toys, entertainment appliances, and any 
computers where voice input is desired", [0029]). 

Claim 11 

Shiau and Loats disclose the method of claim 1 , Shiau further discloses 
generating an output signal corresponding to said found object name, processing said 
output signal, and outputting said processed output signal to at least one of a speaker 
and a display unit (Figure 1 , item 107 and related text). 

Claim 12: 

Shiau and Loats disclose the method of claim 1 , Shiau further discloses wherein 
(b) comprises: 

(b-1) receiving said voice command and converting said voice command to a 
frequency to compare with a reference value ("parametric representation of words which 
are to be compared with the input speech words", [0032]); and 
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(b-2) analyzing said converted voice command and separating said converted 
voice command into at least one of said operation name and said object name, for 
forwarding to a control unit that executes (c) and (d) ([0032], [0055]). 

Claims 4 -9, and 13- 18: 

Claims 4-9, and 13-18 are directed to a system (claims 4-9) and a 
computer-readable medium (claims 13-18) performing and storing the method of 
claims 1 - 3, and 10-12. Claims 4-9, and 13 - 18 are rejected under the same 
rationale as claims 1 - 3, and 10-12. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Chinn et al. (USPGPub 2003/01 15289) discloses a system and a method for 
navigating a data structure comprising a plurality of nodes using voice command. 
Rabin (USPN 6,081,782) discloses a voice command control and verification 
system and method using a single voice command to verify a user's identity and 
to perform a requested command. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samuel G. Neway whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1058. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30AM - 5:30PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David R Hudspeth can be reached on 571-272-7843. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



273-8300. 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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